


Aston University Freedom of Speech Impact Assessment Template
The University recognises that freedom of speech and academic freedom are essential for advancing new ideas, encouraging productive debate and challenging conventional wisdom. They are fundamental to the University’s mission to be the UK’s leading university for students aspiring to succeed in business and the professions. As such, the University adheres to the widest possible definition of free speech and affords a very high level of protection for the lawful expression of any and all viewpoints and for speech in an academic context. This includes protection for speech which is shocking, disturbing or offensive. 
	Freedom of Speech Impact Assessment Review

	What kind of proposal is being assessed (please select box to tick)


	☐ Strategy
☐ Policy
☐ Process
☐ Efficiency saving

	Sponsor
	

	Author
	

	Approval 
	By:
	
	Date:
	

	Version
	1.0


	1.  People


	Have the stakeholder groups been fully involved in preparing this assessment?
	Yes
	Who will the proposal affect?
	Staff
	☐	Students
	☐
	Partners
	☐
	External Partners
	☐
	Others
	☐

	Explain how these groups are likely to be affected
	☐

	2.  Does the proposal restrict or regulate free speech? 

	
	Yes
	No
	Unknown impact
	Not applicable
	Please give reasons for your answer.
	

	1. Does the proposal seek to restrict or regulate any form of speech in any way?
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	
	If no, no action will be required as a result of this impact assessment.

If yes, proceed to question 2.

If impact is unknown, seek advice.

	2. Is the speech that the proposal is seeking to restrict or regulate lawful?
Speech is ‘lawful’ if it is not prohibited by laws such as:
· Public Order Act 1986
· Protection from Harassment Act 1997
· Terrorism Act 2000
· Malicious Communications Act 1988
· Terrorism Act 2006
· Equality Act 2010
Note that the University’s regulations, contracts, strategy, aims or values are not laws. 
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	
	If no, it is likely that no action will be required as a result of this impact assessment, but keep a note of your decision and reasons for your records.

If yes, proceed to question 3.

If impact is unknown, seek advice.

	3. Considering legal requirements, the need to maintain essential University functions and people’s physical safety, and disregarding whether the speech in question is controversial or offensive, aligns with the University’s aims/values or could impact its reputation and/or meets with the approval of any external or internal groups at the University, are there any reasonably practicable steps that could be taken to secure lawful free speech? 
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	
	If yes, take these steps so as not to restrict the speech.
If no, your proposal is high risk and you should seek advice from Legal Services before proceeding. 
If unknown, seek advice.



	3.  Actions required as a result of Freedom of Speech Impact Assessment

	Are actions required as a result of the Freedom of Speech Impact Assessment
	Yes
	Action plan:


	Freedom of Speech objective
	Action Required
	Target
	Responsible
	Target date

	
	
	
	Example: Jo Smith


	Example: Start collection of data in April 2020




